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Town of Ridgefield Annual Town  Meeting Minutes  

May 6, 2024  æ 7:30 pm  
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The meeting was called to order by First Selectperson Rudy Marconi and he led attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mike Rettger, 25 Fairview Avenue, moved and Andrew Neblett, 31 Ashbee Lane, seconded to choose Sharon Wicks 

Dornfeld  as Moderator.   Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Mike Raduazzo, 195 Peaceable St ., moved and Colette Kabasakalian, 2 Washington S t., seconded to waive the  reading 

of  the Notice of the meeting .  Motion carried unanimously.   Moderator Dornfeld  stated that said Notice signed by the 

Board of Selectpersons had been posted in the Office of the Town Clerk on April 26, 2024, and that a copy thereof had been 

published in The News-Times a newspaper of general circulation in said Town in its April 28, 2024 issue. 

 

The Moderator then explained that in accordance with Section 10-3 of the Town Charter Items 1 through 8 on the call of the 

Annual Town Meeting would be voted upon at a referendum to be held on Tuesday, May 14, 2024. 

 

The Moderator further stated that in accordance with Section 7-6 of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1958, as 

amended, only an elector of the Town or a citizen of the United States of the age of eighteen years or more who, jointly or 

severally, was liable to the Town for taxes assessed against him based on an assessment of not less than $1,000 on the last 

completed grand list of the Town or who would have been so liable if not entitled to an exemption as a blind person or as a 

veteran or as a parent or surviving spouse of a veteran will be entitled to vote.  Absentee ballots shall be available as provided 

by law at the Town Clerk's office Monday æ Friday from 8:30 am æ 4:30 pm beginning May 7 through May 13 as well as 

Saturday, May 11 from 9 am æ 12 pm. 

 

Joe Shapiro, 73 Blackman Road, moved and Andrew Neblett  seconded to waive the reading of the letters from the 

Board of Selectpersons and Board of Finance.  Motion carried unanimously .  The following letter from the Board of 

Selectpersons was received, accepted and ordered incorporated in the minutes of the Meeting: 
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The following letter  from the Board of Finance was received, accepted and ordered incorporated in the minutes of the 

Meeting: 
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Moderator Dornfeld  then introduced First Selectperson Rudy Marconi who presented the following: 
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Susie DaSilva, Superintendent of Schools, then presented the following: 
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David Ulmer, Board of Finance Chairperson, then presented the following:  
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Andrew Neblett moved and Jonathan Paradiso, 386 North Street, seconded a motion to waive reading of the 

full budget and bond resolutions .  Motion passed unanimously.   Moderator Sharon Dornfeld  introduced and read 

the following budget resolutions , stating complete copies of the budget and bond resolutions were printed and made 

available to members of the public attending the meeting:  

 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOARD OF FINANCE RELATIVE TO THE APPROPRIATION OF 

$50,545,667 FOR TOWN EXPENDITURES (CONSISTING OF TOWN OPERATING EXPENDITURES OF 

$43,257,080 AND DEBT SERVICE OF $7,288,587 ON BOTH TOWN AND EDUCATION CAPITAL 

PROJECTS) FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2024 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2025 

Rob Hendrick, 17 East Ridge, move d and Andrew Neblett seconded a motion to approve the resolution;  

 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOARD OF FINANCE RELATIVE TO THE APPROPRIATION OF 

$115,041,000 FOR BOARD OF EDUCATION EXPENDITURES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING 

JULY 1, 2024 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2025 

Selina Bell , 230 Mountain Road,  move d and Mike Rettger, 25 Fairview Avenue , seconded a motion to  approve 

the resolution;  

 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOARD OF FINANCE RELATIVE TO THE APPROPRIATION OF $2,669,250 

FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS TOWN ROAD AND 

ADA IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2024 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 

2025 

3aha_planokj -]qnaaj +kvh]ng¼ ëí /Ñ.aehh #kqnp, move d and Peter Nichols, 18 Parley Road,  seconded a motion 

to approve  the resolution ; 

 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $270,000 FOR THE DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF A HIGHWAY 

DUMP TRUCK WITH PLOW, $131,734 FOR DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF A HIGHWAY LOWBOY 

TRUCK, $498,000 FOR DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF A HIGHWAY VACTOR TRUCK AND $150,000 

FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS; 

AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,049,734 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID 

APPROPRIATIONS AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY 

BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSES (PROVIDED THAT THE BONDS SHALL BE REDUCED BY THE 

AMOUNT OF ANY GRANTS RECEIVED FOR SUCH PURPOSE, WHICH ARE ANTICIPATED TO BE 

$150,000 FOR SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS) 

Selectperson Sean Connelly, 550 Barr ack Hill Road , move d and Andrew Neblett seconded a motion to approve 

the  resolution;  

 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $123,000 FOR THE DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF A MULTI-DECK 

GOLF MOWER, $101,177 FOR THE DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF A PARKS AND RECREATION 

MOWER, $387,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW 

PICKLEBALL COURTS, $120,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION 

OF RECREATION CENTER BATHROOM RENOVATIONS, $163,963 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, 

ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF RECREATION CENTER DIVIDER DOORS, $106,370 FOR THE 

PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF RECREATION CENTER HVAC CONTROLS, 

AND $222,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF A LIBRARY 
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MATERIAL HANDLING SYSTEM; AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,223,510 BONDS OF THE 

TOWN TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATIONS AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF 

TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSES 

Joe Shapiro, 73 Blackman Road , move d and Peter Nichols  seconded a motion to approve the resolution;  

 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $503,000 FOR THE DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF PORTABLE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT RADIOS, $134,235 FOR THE DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF PORTABLE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT RADIOS, $190,075 FOR THE DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF FIRE DEPARTMENT 

CANCER PREVENTION EQUIPMENT AND $401,594 FOR THE DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF AN 

AMBULANCE; AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,228,904 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET 

SAID APPROPRIATIONS AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY 

BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSES 

Sean Connelly  move d and Rob Hendricks  seconded a motion to approve the resolution;  

 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $725,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF MOUNTAIN ROAD BRIDGE REPAIRS, $325,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, 

AQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION SHADOW LAKE DAM REPAIRS, AND $187,500 FOR THE 

PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF LAKE MAMANASCO DAM REPAIRS; 

AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,237,500 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID 

APPROPRIATIONS AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY 

BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSES (PROVIDED THAT THE BONDS SHALL BE REDUCED BY THE 

AMOUNT OF ANY GRANTS RECEIVED FOR SUCH PURPOSES, WHICH ARE ANTICIPATED TO BE 

$500,000 FOR MOUNTAIN ROAD BRIDGE REPAIRS AND $500,000 FOR SHADOW LAKE AND LAKE 

MAMANASCO DAM REPAIRS) 

Mike Ret tger  move d and Jonathan Paradiso  seconded a motion to approve the resolution;  

 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $395,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND 

#/.3425#4)/. /& !5$)4/2)5- 2%./6!4)/.3 !4 6%4%2!.Ñ3 0!2+ %,%-%.4!29 3#(//,¼ 

$165,210 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF DISTRICT-WIDE 

SCHOOL SAFETY AND SECURITY UPGRADES, $258,148 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION 

AND INSTALLATION OF DISTRICT-WIDE LED LIGHTING UPGRADES, $160,000 FOR THE DESIGN AND 

ACQUISITION OF CLASSROOM FURNITURE AT RIDGEFIELD HIGH SCHOOL, AND 114,100 FOR THE 

PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF DISTRICT-WIDE VISUAL AND 

PERFORMING ARTS EQUIPMENT; AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,092,458 BONDS OF THE 

TOWN TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATIONS AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF 

TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSES 

Sean Connelly  move d and Chris Murray, 124 Ivy Hill Rd,  seconded a motion to approve the resolution ; 

 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $390,019 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF CASS GILBERT FOUNTAIN REPAIRS, OLMSTEAD LANE FOUNTAIN REPAIRS AND 

PETER PARLEY SCHOOL HOUSE GROUNDS UPGRADE, $225,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, 

ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ADA PLAYGROUND UPGRADES, AND 

$400,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF A TOWN ROAD SAFETY REPORT; AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,015,019 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID 

APPROPRIATIONS AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY 

BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSES (PROVIDED THAT THE BONDS SHALL BE REDUCED BY THE 

AMOUNT OF ANY GRANTS RECEIVED FOR SUCH PURPOSES, WHICH ARE ANTICIPATED TO BE 

$320,000 FOR THE TOWN ROAD SAFETY REPORT) 

Andrew Neblett  move d and Sean Connelly  seconded a motion to approve the resolution ; 

 

After discussion on the Town budget and the proposed bond resolutions , a motion was made by Maureen Kozlark  

and seconded by Chris Murray  that the First Selectperson be authorized and directed to call a referendum to be 

dah` kj 4qao`]u¼ -]u êí¼ ëéëí ^apsaaj pda dkqno kb ï¾éé kÑ_hk_g !¿-¿ ]j` ñ¾éé kÑ_hk_g 0¿-¿ Å%¿4¿Æ ]p 9]jepu 

Gym, 60 Prospect Street , Ridgefield, Connecticut, to consider and  take action upon the aforesaid proposed 
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Town budget and the proposed bond resolutions and that the notice of said referendum be in substantially the 

following form , the reading of which was waived.  Motion passed unanimously . 
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