
 

9/25/24 Ketcham Rd open space & Line of Duty Death Determination ordinance STM minutes, Page 1 of 2 

  

  
Special Town Meeting September 25, 2024 

 

First Selectperson Rudy Marconi called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm in the large conference room of Town Hall.  Mr. 

Marconi asked the audience to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

R. Marconi stated that the first order of business was to appoint a Moderator.  Selectperson Barbara Manners moved 

and Selectperson Sean Connelly seconded the motion to appoint Ed Tyrrell Moderator for the Special Town 

Meeting.  The “Aye” votes were unanimous and Ed Tyrrell was appointed Moderator. 

 

Moderator Ed Tyrrell called the meeting to order and requested a motion to appoint a secretary.  Selectperson Barbara 

Manners moved and Jim Coyle, 258 Florida Road, seconded the motion to appoint Wendy Gannon Lionetti, Town 

Clerk, secretary.  The “Aye” votes were unanimous and Wendy Gannon Lionetti was appointed secretary. 

 

In addition to the Board of Selectperson members, the Moderator, and the Secretary, there were approximately 17 

attendees at the Special Town Meeting. 

 

Moderator Ed Tyrrell read the legal notice of the meeting that appears on page 82. 

 

The Moderator then asked for a motion to approve Item #1.  Selectperson Barbara Manners moved and Jim Coyle 

seconded the motion to approve the donation 1.03 acres of open space on Ketcham Road. 

 

Jim Coyle, Chairperson of the Ridgefield Conservation Commission, stated that Joe Fossi had purchased the property for 

subdivision and offered the 1.03 acres to the Town, which the Conservation would like to accept.  The parcel is contiguous 

to open space on Casey Lane. 

 

(map is altered to fit on page) 
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Joe Fossi then stated that originally there was a 13-acre site with two dwellings on it.  It was subdivided into four parcels—the 

primary dwelling, the accessory dwelling, and two building lots.  A buyer has come forward that wants to buy both lots and turn 

them into one three-acre lot and set aside the 1.03 acres as open space. 
 

Rudy Marconi read a letter from the Planning & Zoning Commission stating there was unanimous agreement to accept this 

parcel as open space. 
 

Mr. Tyrrell called for a vote on the motion to approve the resolution.  The “Aye” votes carried unanimously; the motion 

was approved. 
 

The Moderator then asked for a motion to approve Item #2.  Selectperson Barbara Manners moved and Selectperson Chris 

Murray seconded the motion to approve the proposed Line of Duty Death Determination ordinance. 
 

Rudy Marconi explained that legislation was passed recently wherein the Police Chief or Fire Chief would bear the responsibility 

of determining whether a death of cardiac arrest, stroke or pulmonary embolism that occurred within 24 hours of a work shift or 

training was a line of duty death unless the municipality enacted an ordinance that established another entity to make the 

determination.  R. Marconi read the proposed ordinance that appears below. 
 

RIDGEFIELD CODE OF ORDINANCES 

Ordinance No. 

Line of Duty Death Determinations for Municipal Personnel 

§ Statutory Authority and Purpose 

A. This ordinance is enacted pursuant to and in conformity with Public Act 24-16, as further codified in the Connecticut General Statutes. 

B. This ordinance is intended to authorize the Director of the Human Resources Department, in consultation with the relevant service 

chief or administrative department head, to determine whether a firefighter, police officer, or emergency medical personnel, died in 

the line of duty, if such personnel died under circumstances set forth in Public Act 24-16.  

§ Definitions 

A. “Emergency Medical Service Personnel” shall have the same meaning as provided in Connecticut General Statutes § 19a-175, as 

amended.  

B. “Firefighter” shall mean a uniformed paid or volunteer firefighter, as set forth in Public Act 24-16, as amended.  

C. “Police Officer” shall have the same meaning as provided in Connecticut General Statutes § 7-294a, as amended.   

§ Line of Duty Deaths Determination 

A. The Director of the Human Resources Department, in consultation with the police chief, fire chief, service chief or administrative head 

of the deceased personnel’s department or unit, shall have the authority to determine whether a firefighter, police officer, or 

emergency medical service personnel died in the line of duty, if their death was caused by a cardiac event, stroke or pulmonary 

embolism that occurred not later than twenty-four (24) hours after such personnel completed a shift or training. 

B. Such determination by the Director of the Human Resources Department shall not be used as evidence for a workers’ compensation 

claim under chapter 568 of the Connecticut General Statutes.  
 

Mr. Tyrrell called for a vote on the motion to approve the resolution.  The “Aye” votes carried unanimously; the motion 

was approved. 
 

Selectperson Barbara Manners moved and Chris Murray seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:41 pm.  

Motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Wendy Gannon Lionetti, Town Clerk 


