| nland Wetlands Board

APPROVED/ REVISED MINUTES

SPECIAL TELECONFERENCE MERIG

These minutes are a general summary of the meaticd@re not a verbatim transcription.

April 16, 2020

Members Present: Susan Bakerg(\@hair)
nTBishop
atey Miller
alll Pilch

tgdSalomone (Secretary)
ti@a Sesto (Chair)
\dh Tatge

Also Present. Thomas Beecher, Inland WetlandsdGaunsel
Beth Peyser, Inland WetkAdient & Conservation Enforcement Officer
Aarti Paranjape, Office Aidimtrator/ Recording Secretary
Kitsey Snow, Ridgefield Genvation Commission
Brian Smith, Attorney, Robon & Cole
Gloria Driscoll, Barnum Béaresident

l. Call toorder

At 7:00 p.m. Chair Ms. Sesto, called the meetingriter. Ms. Sesto gave an overview of the
first teleconference meeting protocol. Ms. Sesatest that she will take a roll call for the Board
members and Staff present. She directed membensthe public who wish to speak to identify
themselves to Ms. Peyser by emailimgtlands@ridgefieldct.orgnd they will called on at
appropriate time.

[l1: Old Business

a. #2020-015-JR Hearing for Jurisdictional Review-AamrRoad & Barnum Place
(Assessor’s ID B01-0002) — Proposal to construdiitti- family development with
nine (9) units on a property consisting of + 1.tvea (continued).

* Dr.Klemen’s Report (dated 03/29/2020) to IWB Chds. Sesto.

Chair, Ms. Sesto recounted the Board’s jurisdiclorview hearing on March 12, 2020, for a
Turner Road and Barnum Place development to deterihthe Board should regulate the
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activity even though the proposed developmentisiteyond the regulated upland review area.
At that time Board discussed that an expert shbaldonduct a wood frog habitat study on
behalf of the Board agreed that an expert shouletagned to conduct a wood frog habitat study
on behalf of the Board, to determine if the subpaatel is a potential breeding grounds for the
wood frogs. She added that Dr. Klemens was hiretthé&@yBoard to do the research. Due to
COVID 19, Dr. Klemens could not visit the site helfsbut based on review maps and
additional resources, Dr. Klemens conducted hidystamotely and submitted a letter to the
Board on March 29, 2020.

In the letter Dr. Klemens acknowledges that th@psed development site is near an essential
habitat for the wood frogs. However, due to therkbf development on both Danbury and
Ridgefield west of the wetland, the site itselhc critical wood frog habitat. The letter
concluded where he states “his professional judgénagsuming jurisdiction over this
development site by your Board would be ill-advised

Ms. Sesto asked the Board members for their consy@rgquestions in regards to Dr. Klemens
report.

Mr. Pilch accepted the letter and further inquirfettie stromwater system from the proposed site
is directed towards the pond west of the wetlahigsstates that the pond is the potential
breeding point for the wood frogs questioned if drscharge will be detrimental to the pond.

Ms. Peyser commented that the stormwater is diuldotéhe catch basin, daylighting across the
street, but not directly into the wetlands.

Mr. Beecher commented that Mr. Chris DeAngelisrpegiew engineer hired by the Town,
stated that the stormwater system and project baérect impact to the wetlands.

Ms. Miller expressed concerns about the drainageghbe close proximity to the wetlands and
inquired if the new construction will have the inaspan the wetlands.

Ms. Sesto, acknowledged Ms. Miller's concerns shted that at the time of submission the
applicant was advised by staff that no wetlandsnievas needed, as the proposed activity is
not in the regulated upland review area and it thagpractice of the former Board to consider
stormwater discharge. The inquiry to the Board Whitompted jurisdictional review was a
guestion regarding the presence of wood frog dgtnear the proposed development, and in
order to be fair to the applicant, discussion andtormwater at the present stage of the
application review process would not be justifisld. Sesto specified that Board may consider
reviewing the future applications for stormwatdeefs on wetlands.

Attorney Smith, read a letter from JMM Wetlands €ualting Services LLC, submitted to him by
his client Black Oaks LLC. The letter stated JMMiesved Dr. Klemens report and agrees
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with that report. The wood frog habitat is surroeddy existing development. Attorney Smith
added and the applicant took necessary steps wibenitsing an application to the previous
Inland Wetlands Board and hence the Board hasnsaljation over the application.

Ms. Peyser stated that letter was electronicalystied to the office on April 16, 2020 before
commencement of the hearing but after the endeobtlsiness day.

Ms. Sesto called for Public comments and askedRdgser if any member of public submitted
an email to comment at the public hearing. Ms. @iisand Ms. Snow emailed Ms. Peyser and
showed interest to speak at the hearing.

Ms. Driscoll thanked the board members for theiretiand considering her request and
collecting the data to pursue her query.

Ms. Snow, Ridgefield Conservation Commission ask8wbard pursued the Natural Diversity
Database (NDD) query with DEEP regarding the speaédDDB.

Ms. Peyser stated Ms. Driscoll had shared inforomatif the presence of a species of special
concern, the blue-spotted salamander. That infoomatas shared to the Board.

Ms. Sesto stated that the Board is reviewing theevaf the subject parcel as it pertains to wood
frogs because the science exists to connect théhlegdhe wetland to the wood frog population.
The effect of other amphibian species on wetlamdisveatercourses has not yet been made.

Hearing no further comments from Board or pubics. Sesto motioned to not take
urisdiction over the Turner Hill and Barnum Place development site based on Dr.
Klemensreport, seconded by Mr. Bishop. Motion carried 7-0-0.

[11: Adjourn

Ms. Baker motioned and Mr. Salomone seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:25PM.
Motion carried 7-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Aarti Paranjape
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